LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
Pericles.   Published 1609.
The 1609 quarto was rejected by Lee as not
authentic, and the play was excluded from the
First and Second Folios, though admitted in the
Third (1664), Allen thinks it is mainly by Wilkins.
The Two Noble Kinsmen.   Published 1634.
Excluded, from all three Folios, and obviously an
imitation.
Such is the evidence available regarding the
composition and dates of these thirteen latter
plays. It is claimed that Measure for Measure,
Othello, Macbeth and King Lear were completed
previously to 1604. That Antony and Cleopatra,
The Winter's Tale and Timon were left unfinished
by Oxford. That Coriolanus and The Tempest were
not by him. And that Cymbeline, Pericles., Henry
VIII and The Two Noble Kinsmen were non-
Shakespearean.
A careful study of the chronology of the plays,
therefore, shows us that all, except a few obviously
spurious ones, were written in or before 1604, the
year of Oxford's death. This is a devastating fact
for the Stratfordian theory of authorship. More-
over, practically all orthodox commentators, in-
cluding Chambers, date Twelfth Night and Merry
Wives in 1600 and 1601 respectively. But quite
recently (1931) Dr. Hotson made an important
discovery in the Public Record Office which
proves conclusively that these plays were in
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